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Section 9
Putting it all Together
Theme A: Communication
Section I
Comprehending
Text 1 – The English Language
the of to in
English probably has more words than any other language, by various estimates between 750,000 and a million. In contrast, French is said to have
around 200,000 words.
Figures like these should be treated with caution, for several reasons. One is
that it’s not really clear what is meant by ‘one word’. Presumably set is a
word, but should we count sets and setting as separate words? What about
the more than 120 separate meanings of set listed in the Oxford English
Dictionary? What about phrasal verbs such as set off and set to? Are these
separate words?
It’s also important to consider what counts as an English word. Should we
include words that haven’t been used since the sixteenth century? Or words
that are only used in the north of Scotland? What about the Cantonese word
gweilo, commonly used in Hong Kong English to describe foreigners (as
white devils) and found in quite a few books? What about abbreviations, or
the vast number of words now being copied and spread via the Internet?
Whatever is decided, English is definitely the language with the richest
vocabulary.
Despite the vast number of words in English, we tend to use only a small
proportion in everyday language. Most novels, for example, contain fewer
than 10,000 different words, while Shakespeare used over 20,000 different
words in his complete works (again, this depends on how you count one
word). The record for variety is probably held by James Joyce, who used
over 50,000 different words in the novel Finnegans Wake, albeit most of
these words he made up.
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Using a range of vocabulary like James Joyce’s is out of the question for most
people. Indeed, we rely heavily on a few common words. In many texts, 7 per
cent of the total number of terms are occurrences of the, while the top ten
most frequent words often make up 25 per cent of a text. What these top ten
words are is debatable, since different lists can be created by counting the frequency of terms in various texts. Here are three typical top ten lists for written English.
the
of
to
in
and
a
for
was
is
that

the
of
and
to
in
a
is
that
be
it

the
of
and
to
a
in
is
that
was
it

You may notice that these words don’t carry much meaning in themselves.
Rather, they provide the links between the meaningful words. Such terms are
called function words.
Similar to the lists of top ten words in written English, lists can also be constructed for spoken English. While many of the words in the two top tens are
the same, lists of the most common words in spoken English contain two that
do not appear in those for written English: I and you.
Whatever the top ten, one thing that’s noticeable is that shorter words dominate, a feature common to all languages. Indeed, in all of the top tens there is
only one four-letter word, namely that.
One final interesting issue concerning word frequencies is the idea that if we
generally rely on a small sample of all the possible words we could use, why
not reduce English to a much smaller size and get rid of all these thousands of
terms that are almost never used? This was the rationale behind the proposal
for Basic English, created by Charles Kay Ogden in the 1930s. Basic English
was an attempt to reduce the vocabulary of the language to only 850 words
(100 operators such as come, about and but; 600 words for things; and 150
words for qualities). While this may seem laudable, a quick look at the
Gettysburg Address in Basic English reveals its limitations:
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Seven and eighty years have gone by from the day when our
fathers gave to this land a new nation – a nation which
came to birth in the thoughts that all men are free, a nation
given up to the idea that all men are equal.
In case you don’t know it, the original is:
Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth
upon this continent, a new nation, conceived in liberty, and
dedicated to the proposition that ‘all men are created equal’.
The Basic English version doesn’t seem any easier to read. Indeed, replacing
ago with the convoluted phrase have gone by from the day when makes it
more difficult. Rather than trying to control and simplify the language, we
should be happy with the richness of English, revel in its oddities and absurdities, and celebrate its variety.
[From Much Ado About English, Richard Watson Todd, Nicholas Brealey Publishing, London, 2006]

N.B. In the examination, Candidates may NOT answer Question A
and Question B on the same text.

QUESTION A
(i) Why, according to the writer, is it difficult to establish the range of
vocabulary in any particular language?
(ii) Do you think the writer combines aspects of informative and persuasive writing in the extract? Support your answer by reference to the
text.
(iii) What impression of the writer do you get from reading the extract?
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QUESTION B
‘English has probably more words than any other language.’
Imagine you have moved to Ireland from a foreign country. Write three diary
entries in which you record how you coped with using the English language
in this country.

Text 2 – The Internet
The Internet is a medium of communication that has grown rapidly over
recent years. This article, by Eugene Farrelly, explores the benefits and
opportunities of the Internet for writers.
One of the many benefits of the Internet is the new forum it presents for writers, and particularly for those beginning to write. There are a large number of
online magazines, literary journals and websites, available to anyone with an
Internet connection. As a result, people with an interest in any aspect of creative writing such as poetry, short stories, genre fiction, and novels, have
access to websites that cater for their interests. Whatever your literary bent
there is bound to be a website (or more likely, many websites) that will be of
interest to you.
Prior to the advent of the Internet, aspiring writers were constrained to submitting to print publications. Due to the costs involved in establishing and
running a print publication, the number of such magazines, especially in a
small country like Ireland, were, and continue to be, relatively few. It was rare,
then, for new writers to have their work published and commented upon. The
Internet, however, by virtue of its ubiquity, its ‘borderless’ nature and the relatively low costs of establishing and maintaining websites, provides a particularly apt environment for such publications. That this is the case is evident
in the number of such magazines in existence. Due to the interactive potential
of the Internet, many of these sites provide areas, such as bulletin boards for
example, whereby people can comment upon your work. All of this means
that people beginning to write can derive experience, useful criticism and gain
in confidence as their work is displayed and commented upon. Some print
publications also have an online presence, where a selection or all of the content of the printed material is made available on the Internet. Many of these
websites offer writing tips and suggestions, and some time spent browsing the
Internet can be extremely rewarding.
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The Internet has become a great source of information about writers. There
are an ever-increasing number of websites devoted to authors. Your favourite
writer, no matter how obscure, is bound to be the subject of any number of
websites. In fact, if the author in question is living, they are likely to have their
own ‘official’ site.
While the Internet provides increased opportunities for developing writers, it
also provides a host of material on, about and by existing authors. Fans in
their thousands have built and maintain sites dedicated to their favourite
authors, resulting in interesting browsing. As there is a large volume of material, most of which is done on an amateur or ‘hobby’ basis, there is a vast difference in quality. Patience therefore is needed, but perseverance is generally
rewarded.
[From Using the Internet for Writing, by Eugene Farrelly, The Library Council, www.lifesteps.ie]

QUESTION A
(i) Do you think the writer is well-informed on the subject of the
Internet?
(ii) Based on the information supplied in this article, do you think the
Internet could be useful to an aspiring writer? Refer closely to the
article in support of your answer.
(iii) What features of the article make it an interesting piece of informative writing?
NAVIGATOR – Language of Information, page 75

QUESTION B
‘The Internet has become a great source of information . . .’
Write a speech you would give to a gathering of parents in which you argue
that every student in the country should be provided with free Internet
access by the Government.
NAVIGATOR – Writing a Speech, page 6
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Text 3 – Ways of Communicating

Language is a form of communication and when we talk of language we generally mean spoken or verbal language. There are, of course, other forms of
communication such as gesture, tone of voice, body position and so on. Even
very young children notice aspects of this non-verbal communication and
older children recognise where there is a mis-match between what is said and
the accompanying non-verbal messages. The overtired mother, asked for
sweets who says – in a very peculiar tone of voice – ‘I’ll give you sweets!’, really means that there is no chance that sweets will be given, and children beyond
a certain age recognise this. The clue to the meaning of this sentence is in the
tone of voice rather than the words spoken, that is, it is a non-linguistic clue
to meaning. Use of tone of voice and facial expression can give the listener
much information about the real meaning behind the words.
[Extract from Early Childhood, by Nóirín Hayes, Gill & Macmillan, Dublin, 1999]
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QUESTION A
(i) In your opinion, which image is the most interesting in what it suggests about ‘Ways of Communicating’?
(ii) Taking the images as a group, do you think they go well with the
written passage? Refer to both the visual and written element of the
text in your answer.
(iii) Apart from verbal, how important are the other forms of
communication in making meaning, in your opinion? Explain your
view.
NAVIGATOR – The Visual Text, page 58

QUESTION B
‘Use of tone of voice and facial expression can give the listener much
information about the real meaning behind the words.’
Write a review of a film/play you enjoyed recently. In your review, explain
how the director/playwright managed to communicate the main theme to
the audience.
NAVIGATOR – Writing a Review, page 119
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Section II
Composing
Write a composition on any one of the following.
The composition assignments below are intended to reflect language study in
the areas of information, argument, persuasion, narration and the aesthetic
use of language.
1. ‘Despite the vast number of words in English, we tend to use only a
small proportion in everyday language.’
(TEXT 1)
Write a personal essay in response to the above statement.
2. ‘There are, of course, other forms of communication such as gesture,
(TEXT 1)
tone of voice, body position and so on.’
Write a talk you would present to a group of parents on the
importance of communication between parents and students around
exam time.
3. ‘Patience is therefore needed, but perseverance is generally rewarded.’
Write a short story suggested by the title ‘Patience’.

(TEXT 1)

4. Write an article for a broadsheet newspaper in which you consider the
attractions and benefits of websites such as Bebo, You Tube and My
Space as a means of communication.
5. Write an informative article for a popular magazine on the importance
of staying in touch with nature.
6. ‘While the Internet provides increased opportunities for developing
writers, it also provides a host of material on, about and by existing
authors.’
(TEXT 2)
Write a magazine article on the importance of authors and poets to
society in general.
7. Write a short story prompted by one or more of the images in
TEXT 3.
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Help menu!
NAVIGATOR – The Language of Information, page 75
The Language of Persuasion, page 91
The Language of Argument, page 124
The Language of Narration, page 143
The Aesthetic Use of Language, page 178
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Theme B: Special People
Section I
Comprehending
Text 1 – David’s Mother
Twelve-year-old David, who lived in London with his parents, has just lost
his mother and misses her deeply. ‘David had been brave. His mother had
been braver still. In the end, bravery had not been enough.’
His mother was buried on a January morning. The ground was hard, and all
of the mourners wore gloves and overcoats. The coffin looked too short when
they lowered it into the dirt. His mother had always seemed tall in life. Death
had made her small.
In the weeks that followed, David tried to lose himself in books, because his
memories of his mother were inextricably interwoven with books and reading.
Her books, the ones deemed ‘suitable’, were passed on to him, and he found
himself trying to read novels that he did not understand, and poems that did
not quite rhyme. He would ask his father about them sometimes, but David’s
father seemed to have little interest in books. He had always spent his time at
home with his head buried in newspapers, little plumes of pipe smoke rising
above the pages like signals sent by Indians. He was obsessed with the comings and goings of the modern world, more so than ever now that Hitler’s
armies were moving across Europe and the threat of attacks in their own land
was growing ever more real. David’s mother once said that his father used to
read a lot of books, but had fallen out of the habit of losing himself in stories.
Now he preferred his newspapers with their long columns of print, each letter
painstakingly laid out by hand to create something which would lose its relevance almost as soon as it appeared on the newsstands, the news within
already old and dying by the time it was read, quickly overtaken by events in
the world beyond.
The stories in books hate the stories contained in newspapers, David’s mother would say. Newspaper stories were like newly caught fish, worthy of attention only for as long as they remained fresh, which was not very long. They
were like the street urchins hawking the evening editions, all shouty and insistent, while stories – real stories, proper made-up stories – were like stern but
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helpful librarians in a well-stocked library. Newspaper stories were as insubstantial as smoke, as long-lived as mayflies. They did not take root but were
instead like weeds that crawled along the ground, stealing the sunlight from
more deserving tales. David’s father’s mind was always occupied by shrill,
competing voices, each one silenced as soon as he gave it his attention, only
for its clamour to be instantly replaced by another. That was what David’s
mother would whisper to him with a smile, while his father scowled and bit
his pipe, aware that they were talking about him but unwilling to give them
the pleasure of knowing they were irritating him.
And so it was left to David to safeguard his mother’s books, and he added
them to those that had been bought with him in mind. They were the tales of
knights and soldiers, of dragons and sea beasts, folk tales and fairy tales,
because these were the stories that David’s mother had loved as a girl and that
he in turn had read to her as the illness gradually took hold of her, reducing
her voice to a whisper and her breaths to the rasp of old sandpaper on decaying wood, until at last the effort was too much for her and she breathed no
more. After her death, he tried to avoid these old tales, for they were linked
too closely to his mother to be enjoyed, but the stories would not be so easily
denied and they began to call to David. They seemed to recognise something
in him, or so he started to believe, something curious and fertile. He heard
them talking softly at first, then louder because they were very powerful
indeed. These were the tales that echoed in the head long after the books that
contained them were cast aside. They were both an escape from reality and an
alternative reality themselves. They were so old and so strange, that they had
found a kind of existence independent of the pages they occupied. The world
of the old tales existed parallel to ours, as David’s mother had once told him,
but sometimes the wall separating the two became so thin and brittle that the
two worlds started to blend into each other.
[From The Book of Lost Things, by John Connolly, Hodder & Stoughton, London, 2006]

N.B. In the examination, Candidates may NOT answer
Question A and Question B on the same text.
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QUESTION A
(i) This extract is taken from a novel entitled The Book of Lost Things,
by John Connolly. Write a paragraph in which you comment on the
appropriateness of the title of the novel, based on your reading of the
extract.
(ii) Do you think David and his mother had a very close relationship?
Give reasons for your answer.
(iii) What features of John Connolly’s writing style can you see in the
extract?
NAVIGATOR – Language of Narration, page 143
The Aesthetic Use of Language, page 178

QUESTION B
‘They were tales of knights and soldiers, dragons and sea beasts . . .’
Write the text of a talk you would give to a group of First Year students in
which you persuade them that reading is an enjoyable and worthwhile
activity for teenagers.
NAVIGATOR – Writing a Talk/Speech, page 6

Or
‘In the weeks that followed, David tried to lose himself in books.’
Letter from heaven. Imagine David’s mother could write a letter to her son
from heaven. Write the text of her personal letter.
NAVIGATOR – Writing a Personal Letter, page 13
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Text 2 – Through the Open Door
F.W. de Klerk was born in 1936 in Johannesburg, South Africa. In February
1989 he became leader of the National Party and in the autumn of that year
was unanimously elected President of the Republic of South Africa. This
speech was made at the opening of Parliament on 2 February 1990. Nine
days later, Nelson Mandela was released from prison. In 1993, Mandela and
de Klerk were jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.
Mr Speaker, Members of Parliament.
The general election on September 6th, 1989, placed our country irrevocably
on the road of drastic change. Underlying this is the growing realisation by an
increasing number of South Africans that only a negotiated understanding
among the representative leaders of the entire population is able to ensure lasting peace.
The alternative is growing violence, tension and conflict. That is unacceptable
and in nobody’s interest. The well-being of all in this country is linked inextricably to the ability of the leaders to come to terms with one another on a
new dispensation. No-one can escape this simple truth.
... Out country and all its people have been embroiled in conflict, tension and
violent struggle for decades. It is time for us to break out of the cycle of violence and break through to peace and reconciliation. The silent majority is
yearning for this. The youth deserve it.
With the steps the Government has taken it has proven its good faith and the
table is laid for sensible leaders to begin talking about a new dispensation, to
reach an understanding by way of dialogue and discussion. The agenda is
open and the overall aims to which we are aspiring should be acceptable to all
reasonable South Africans.
Amongst other things, those aims include a new, democratic constitution; universal franchise; no domination; equality before an independent judiciary; the
protection of minorities as well as of individual rights, freedom of religion; a
sound economy based on proven economic principles and private enterprise;
dynamic programmes directed at better education, health services, housing
and social conditions for all.
In this connection Mr Nelson Mandela could play an important part. The
Government has noted that he has declared himself to be willing to make a
constructive contribution to the peaceful process in South Africa.
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I wish to put it plainly that the Government has taken a firm decision to
release Mr Mandela unconditionally. I am serious about bringing this matter
to finality without delay. The Government will take a decision soon on the
date of his release.
Unfortunately, a further short passage of time is unavoidable.
Normally there is a certain passage of time between the decision to release and
the actual release because of logistical and administrative requirements. In the
case of Mr Mandela there are factors in the way of his immediate release, of
which his personal circumstances and safety are not the least. He has not been
an ordinary prisoner for quite some time. Because of that, his case requires
particular circumspection.
Today’s announcements, in particular, go to the heart of what Black leaders –
also Mr Mandela – have been advancing over the years as their reason for having resorted to violence. The allegation has been that the Government did not
wish to talk to them and that they were deprived of their right to normal political activity by the prohibition of their organisations.
Without conceding that violence has ever been justified, I wish to say today to
those who argued in this manner: the Government wishes to talk to all leaders who seek peace. The unconditional lifting of the prohibition on the said
organisations places everybody in a position to pursue politics freely. The justification for violence which was always advanced, no longer exists.
These facts place everybody in South Africa before a fait accompli. On the
basis of numerous previous statements there is no longer any reasonable
excuse for the continuation of violence. The time for talking has arrived and
whoever still makes excuses does not really wish to talk.
Therefore, I repeat my invitation with greater conviction than ever:
Walk through the open door, take your place at the negotiating table together
with the Government and other leaders who have important power bases
inside and outside of Parliament.
Henceforth, everybody’s political points of view will be tested against their
realism, their workability and their fairness. The time for negotiation has
arrived.
[From Speeches that Changed the World, introduced by Simon Sebag Montefiore, Quercus, London, 2005]
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QUESTION A
(i) Having read the speech, what impression do you get of F.W. de Clerk
as a politician and as a person? Refer closely to the speech in support
of your answer.
(ii) Do you think the speaker was clearly aware of his audience, purpose
and language register in preparing this speech?
NAVIGATOR – Language of Persuasion, page 91
Language of Argument, page 124

(iii) Imagine you had been a member of the Black community listening
to this speech on 2 February 1990. Describe your reactions to what
Mr de Clerk had to say on that day.

QUESTION B
‘The time for negotiation has arrived.’
Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper in which you argue that negotiation rather than bloodshed is the only way to resolve conflict in our world.
NAVIGATOR – Writing a Formal Letter, page 19
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Text 3 – Working in the Community

‘Community spirit is not some type of abstract aspiration. It does not happen by
chance and no government can create it. It springs naturally and spontaneously
from hearts that have been taught to care, to be generous, to take responsibility
and to champion a world where no one is left out or overlooked. It’s a helping
hand, a listening ear, or a word of advice, a fund-raising committee, a self-help
group - it’s a million ways of responding to the gaping complexities of life which
are easier coped with if we are not alone, if our journey is shared.’
Remarks by President McAleese at the ÉAN Emitrant Advice Network Annual International Conference, All
Hallows, Gracepark Road, Drumcondra, Dublin 9, 30th November 2005
[from www.president.ie]

QUESTION A
(i) Which of the images above embodies the spirit of Working in the
Community?
(ii) Do you think the images capture a sense of community spirit, which,
in the words of President McAleese, ‘springs naturally and
spontaneously from hearts that have been taught to care’.
(iii) From your reading of the extract from the President’s speech and the
photographs, do you think working with and for people in the
community is a fulfilling activity to undertake?
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QUESTION B
‘. . . it’s a million ways of responding to the gaping complexities of life which
are easier coped with if we are not alone, if our journey is shared.’
A local government politician has asked you to write a report on the role and
importance of volunteers in Irish society today. Write out the text of your
report.
NAVIGATOR – Writing a Report, page 35
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Section II
Composing
Write a composition on any one of the following.
The composition assignments below are intended to reflect language study in
the areas of information, argument, persuasion, narration and the aesthetic
use of language.
1. ‘. . . the Government wishes to talk to all leaders who seek peace.’
(TEXT 2)

Write a personal essay in which you discuss your views on the role
politics and politicians can play in securing world peace.
2. ‘It [Community spirit] does not happen by chance and no government
can create it.
(TEXT 3)
Write a speech for a debate in which you propose or oppose the
motion that ‘Community spirit does not happen by chance and no government can create it’.
3. Imagine you are one of the people in Text 3, working in a community.
Write a personal reflection for radio on the work that you do.
4. ‘These stories were very old, as old as people, and they had survived
because they were very powerful indeed.’
(TEXT 1)
Write a personal essay on the importance of stories in our lives.
5. ‘It’s a helping hand, a listening ear, or a word of advice, a fund-raising
(TEXT 3)
committee . . .’
Imagine you are a Leader in your local Scouts Club. Write the talk you
would give to the parents of the scouts on the fund-raising events you
have planned for the coming year.
6. Write a short story suggested by one or more of the images in TEXT
3.
7. ‘No one can escape . . .’
Write a short story that concludes with the above phrase.
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Help menu!
NAVIGATOR – The Language of Information, page 75
The Language of Persuasion, page 91
The Language of Argument, page 124
The Language of Narration, page 143
The Aesthetic Use of Language, page 178
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Theme C: Our World
Section I
Comprehending
Text 1 – Windows of Wonder
N.B. In the examination, Candidates may NOT answer
Question A and Question B on the same text.
ICE TIME
I had a dream, which was not all a dream.
The bright sun was extinguish’d, and the stars
Did wander…
Byron, ‘Darkness’
In 1815, on the island of Sumbawa in Indonesia, a handsome and long quiescent mountain named Tambora exploded spectacularly, killing a hundred
thousand people with its blast and associated tsunamis. No-one living now has
ever seen such fury. Tambora was far bigger than anything any living human
has experienced. It was the biggest volcanic explosion in ten thousand years –
150 times the size of Mount St Helens, equivalent to sixty thousand
Hiroshima-sized atom bombs.
News didn’t travel terribly fast in those days. In London The Times ran a small
story – actually a letter from a merchant – seven months after the event. But
by this time Tambora’s effects were already being felt. Two hundred and forty
cubic kilometers of smoky ash, dust and grit had diffused through the atmosphere, obscuring the Sun’s rays and causing the Earth to cool. Sunsets were
unusually but blearily colourful, an effect memorably captured by the artist
J.M.W. Turner, who could not have been happier, but mostly the world existed under an oppressive, dusky pall. It was this deathly dimness that inspired
Byron to write the lines quoted above.
Spring never came and summer never warmed: 1816 became known as the
year without summer. Crops everywhere failed to grow. In Ireland a famine
and associated typhoid epidemic killed sixty-five thousand people. In New
England, the year became popularly known as Eighteen Hundred and Froze to
Death. Morning frosts continued until June and almost no planted seed would
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grow. Short of fodder, livestock died or had to be prematurely slaughtered. In
every way it was a dreadful year – almost certainly the worst for farmers in
modern times. Yet globally the temperature fell by less than 1 degree Celsius.
The Earth’s natural thermostat, as scientists would learn, is an exceedingly delicate instrument.
The nineteenth century was already a chilly time. For two hundred years
Europe and North America had been experiencing a Little Ice Age, as it has
become known, which permitted all kinds of wintry events – frost fairs on the
Thames, ice skating races along Dutch canals – that are mostly impossible
now. It was a period, in other words, when frigidity was much on people’s
minds. So we may perhaps excuse nineteenth-century geologists for being slow
to realize that the world they lived in was in fact balmy compared with former
epochs, and that much of the land around them had been shaped by crushing
glaciers and cold that would wreck even a frost fair.
They knew there was something odd about the past. The European landscape
was littered with inexplicable anomalies – the bones of arctic reindeer in the
warm south of France, huge rocks stranded in improbable places – and they
often came up with inventive but not terribly plausible explanations. One
French naturalist named de Lux, trying to explain how granite boulders had
come to rest high up on the limestone flanks of the Jura Mountains, suggested that perhaps they had been shot there by compressed air in caverns, like
corks out of a popgun. The term for a displaced boulder is an erratic, but in
the nineteenth century the expression seemed to apply more often to the theories than to the rocks.
[From A Short History of Nearly Everything, by Bill Bryson, Black Swan, London, 2004]

QUESTION A
(i) From your reading of the passage, what did you learn about the ‘Little
Ice Age’?
(ii) Do you think the lines by Byron are an interesting and poetic expression of the changes in the earth’s atmosphere?
(iii) Would you agree or disagree with the view that the writer’s style is
informative, entertaining, and persuasive? Support your answer by
reference to the text.
NAVIGATOR – Language of Information, page 75
Language of Persuasion, page 91
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QUESTION B
‘News didn’t travel terribly fast in those days.’
You have been asked to give a short talk to a group of students on ways in
which the Internet can improve students’ understanding of our world. Write
out the text of the talk you would give.

Text 2 – Galway Weather
Isabel Gore was born on an island off the coast of Galway. She attends
boarding school in Galway city, where the nuns are very strict; they were
‘hard, they scolded them for everything. They hated island girls the most. . .’
Galway city in the winter of Isabel’s eighteenth year was racked with the worst
Atlantic weather in memory. Storms sailed in the bay and the sea walks were
washed with spray. Whistling gales swept round corners of the narrow streets
and the people hurried between pub, shop and home in thick coats, hats and
headscarves. Eyes down, and a hand holding the coat tight over their chests,
women tilted at an angle into the gusts, bags blown backwards on a trailing
arm. The skin of faces was polished clean, ears were bitten off and Galway
eyes watered and blinked at the unbelievable weather that gripped the city for
three months. Each day seemed worse than the one before, until a gradual
acceptance grew, and every man and woman walking through the city in the
January, February and March of that year knew like a sour neighbour the
hurtling chill and wet gales that came with hail and rain off the Atlantic.
It was a time of predictions and long memories. It would clear on the second
of February, or, when the sleet ripped through that day, on Valentine’s Day. In
the convent school three nuns died in the same week. The heating was turned
up high and the girls moved between the tropical climates of their French,
Spanish and geography classes and the brutal cold of the mathematics room
where Sister Magdalen had turned off the radiators in a particularly errant
moment of vision, believing that Our Lord wanted the purity of the girls’ souls
to warm them from the inside.
And still the skies stayed broken and black. It came like a sickness off the sea,
one storm after the next, clattering the loose sash windows where Isabel sat
and read over again the last letter from home. Back on the island they were
prisoners of the weather now. The school was closed for a couple of weeks.
Her father stayed late in bed, rising in the early afternoon, standing in the
kitchen and leaning on the deep stone ledge of the window to look out the
thirty or so yards of the visible world. The mainland was lost to them, and the
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freedom there was on a summer’s day in seeing the limitless expanse of a blue
sky over a blue sea was inversed now, and the stone walls of the houses and
the little fields were the still jails of winter.
All along the west of the country the winter raged. The storms, one man said,
were from Iceland, taking off the soaking mat of his cap, and standing into a
doorway with a half-corona of hailstones melting greyly into his beard. From
Hell more like it, said another, and when will it ever give up, will you tell me
that? Pubs steamed and held their crowds in the loud warm complaining company of misery. Doors blew back on their hinges as the wind carried in another. Raking coughs and running noses, red ears and eyes, chilblains, sharp
toothaches and cold toes became the character of the city. Everyone was
wrapped into the dream of spring, as if the season of winter were a punishment for the untold sins of those who lived up and down all the remote beautiful places of that coastline. Over the midlands somewhere the storms weakened. In Dublin, said the radio, there were cold showers and some wind.
The nuns, tackling the problem of the weather as if it were a sieging heathen
army amassed at the convent doors, had drawn up a plan of campaign. Girls
were to have double portions in the morning, girls were to wear a second vest
and school cardigan at all times, girls were to have an orange every day, girls
were not permitted to leave the school grounds or go outside during the breaktime or Saturdays while the inclement weather held. To divert the attentions
of those under siege activities were arranged. Time had to be filled scrupulously; leagues of table tennis, netball and other indoor games were announced.
To Isabel the harshness of the weather was nothing compared to the frustrations of being locked within the great white schoolrooms. She wanted to get
out, to walk. She was supposed to be preparing for the last examination of
school and a place at university. But now, sitting in the convent behind the rattling panes of hailstoned windows and looking out into the pale colourlessness
of the view, Isabel wanted to escape it all. School subjects seemed to die on
her. In the rain-sealed rooms the wind outside was louder than learning. And
so, using the changeover moment between the classes on a particularly brutal
February afternoon when the sky fell in sleet, she pulled on her gaberdine and
slipped out of the school.
The air was as sharp as glass. When the hail hit her face she almost laughed.
Her fingers unclenched to feel it and she walked swiftly across the drenching
grass of the playing fields. If she made it as far as the bushes she’d be fine, she
told herself, not running or ducking but striding out into the murderous hard
rain, feeling it needle already through the damp hood and shoulders of the
green gaberbine. She was soaked at once, but stepping onto the path outside
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the convent for the first time in a month, she was full of a shining exultation.
Her hood had blown off and her hair was plastered thickly against her face.
[From Four Letters of Love by Niall Williams, Picador, 1997]

QUESTION A
(i) What impression do you get of Galway from your reading of the
extract? Support your answer by reference to the text.
(ii) Do you think Isabel was happy at school? Give reasons for your
answer.
(iii) What features of good descriptive writing are to be found in the
above passage?
NAVIGATOR – Language of Narration, page 143
The Aesthetic Use of Language, page 178

QUESTION B
‘The air was as sharp as glass.’
Fáilte Ireland wishes to increase the number of tourists in the West of Ireland
during the off-peak season. You have been asked to write the text of an
advertisement that offers winter holiday breaks in the West of Ireland.
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Text 3 – Our World of Adventure

Skiers annoy me. Intensely. I’ve no major gripe with the professionals, who are
content to risk life and limb by attempting hair-raising slopes just to earn an
honest crust. But the part-timers really get on my wick.
Even just thinking of their rosy-cheeked enthusiasm for a holiday on the slopes
is enough to make the blood boil. You see, when you’re bone idle and inherently lazy like myself, the sight of these intrepid, adventurous, outdoors types
triggers feelings of immense guilt and shame.
Mind you, it’s generally not enough to encourage me to swap my relaxing sun
holiday for an energy-sapping week in a winter wonderland.
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But this year, I’m falling victim to a Scrooge-esque festive warming of the
heart, and I’ve found it within myself to feel a little sorry for these energetic
ski fans.
A bad brute named Global Warming is ruining their playground, so skiing is
simply no fun this year. Most of them have forked out more than €1,000 for
a week of bliss, navigating terrifying blacks runs with unbelievable speed.
They’ve even updated their designer ski wardrobes and begged, borrowed or
stolen snazzy new shades. The thermal long-johns have been packed and the
luminous lip gloss has been stashed in the jacket pockets.
But it’s all for nothing. Instead of suffering a teeth-chattering freeze and the
stunning vista of pulsating snow fields, they find themselves staring at lush
green meadows suspiciously similar to the ones they’ve just left behind.
Now yours truly isn’t exactly an authority on matters of ski techniques. But of
the little expertise I gleaned from my one outing on the piste, I know it always
helps to have a good cushion of fluffy snow beneath one’s posterior for the
inevitable falls.
[From ‘Mother Nature has called off winter’, by Aoife Finneran, Evening Herald, 20 October 2006]

QUESTION A
(i) Which of the images captures a location that you would like to visit?
Describe the image and explain why you would like to spend time at
this location.
(ii) Do you think the article on skiing is an interesting portrayal of the
consequences for humans of changes in Mother Nature?
(iii) Taking all of the above images into account, what overall picture of
our world is projected in the visual text? Support your points by reference to the images.
NAVIGATOR – Visual texts, page 58
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QUESTION B
‘Even just thinking of their rosy-cheeked enthusiasm for a holiday on the
slope is enough to make my blood boil.’
Write three diary entries that record the details of your most exciting OR
most forgettable holiday experience yet. The experience may be real or
imaginary.
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Section II
Composing
Write a composition on any one of the following.
The composition assignments below are intended to reflect language study in
the areas of information, argument, persuasion, narration and the aesthetic
use of language.
1. ‘A bad brute named Global Warming is ruining their playground.’
(TEXT 3)

Write an informative essay in which you reflect on the changes we can
all make to reduce global warming.
2. Write a short story suggested by one or more of the images in TEXT
3.
3. ‘The sight of these intrepid, adventurous, outdoors types triggers feel(TEXT 3)
ings of immense guilt and shame.’
Write a speech (serious or light-hearted) in which you address your
classmates on the importance of adventure in our lives.
4. Write an article for a magazine for young adult readers in which you
give advice on the best locations in which to find adventure.
5. ‘Spring never came and summer never warmed.’ (TEXT 1)
Write a short story beginning with the above sentence.
6. ‘To Isabel the harshness of the weather was nothing to the frustration
of being locked within the great white schoolrooms.’ (TEXT 2)
Write a personal letter to Isabel in which you offer her advice on how
to survive school.
7. ‘It was a time of predictions and long memories.’ (TEXT 2)
Using this as your title, write a personal essay.
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Help menu!
NAVIGATOR – The Language of Information, page 75
The Language of Persuasion, page 91
The Language of Argument, page 124
The Language of Narration, page 143
The Aesthetic Use of Language, page 178
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